
Fort Hare students in Climate change workshop series  

Three students of the University of Fort Hare (UFH) were among more than 30 students selected 

across different African Universities to participate in the new series of workshop on Climate change 

at the University of Cape town tagged “How to build habitable planet”. The workshop was organised 

by Africa Centre for Climate and Earth System Science (ACCESS). 

The trio is Steve Arowolo from the Department of Agricultural Economics, Tumelo Mathe and Owen 

Manyane both from the Geographic Information System Department.   

 

Dr. Carl Palmer who is the curriculum development manager for ACCESS stressed the need to involve 

people from different walks of life in matter relating to climate change. According to him; “the 

workshop started as a winter school but the Department of Science and Technology (DST) wants to 

expand it to more locations, more times a year and for four years..” 

The ten days workshop was spiced with seasoned lecturers and facilitators of proven academic 

records and achievements. Participants were exposed to interesting topics such as: Science of the 

southern ocean, Atmospheric chemistry, Biogeochemical cycles and feedback, Sustainable fisheries 

and Sustainable livelihood, Paleo climates and Plate tectonic, Biodiversity GIS and the land use 

decision support, etc.     

The field trips were designed to foster a better appreciation and understanding of various topics that 

were taught at the workshop.  The table mountain walk with John Campton was a knowledge 

adventure blended with leisure; John is an associate professor in the Department of Geological 

Sciences at UCT with a Doctorate from Harvard University.  He exposed the students to information 

on the uniqueness of Table Mountain and why there is variation in weather condition, rock types 

and vegetations as one moves from one location to the other on the mountain.  

Other places of interest visited are: Betty’s Bay- botanical and geological insights and West Coast 

Fossil Park where the students were taken back to millions of years to discover what the Cape used 



to be like. The Cape point was another place where the students really appreciated the works of 

nature, and came to term physically with some of the information that geography text books had 

shown them.  

Professor Frank Shillington who has been lecturing in the Department of Oceanography at UCT since 

1972 exposed the students to information on why Cape Town is special in terms of geographical 

location and historical antecedents. He related the experience of decades of years ago with current 

happenings and how the Climate had changed so far.   

According to Steve Arowolo one of the participants who is also the UFH’s incumbent President of the 

World Student Community for Sustainable Development (WSC-SD) and the Chairperson of the South 

East African Climate Consortium – Student Forum (SEACC-SF) “we have learnt a lot about Climate 

change and our Environment from the workshop, the workshop came at the right time when South 

Africa is preparing to host COP 17 in December of this year; a global climate change conference”. 

“We have taken it upon ourselves as leaders of students’ organisation to inform and educate our 

academic community on why climate change issues require a collaborative effort at such a time as 

this. We are organising “A CLIMATE CHANGE TALK” this month where we hope to extend some of 

the things we learnt at the workshop to Fort Hare academic community as a way of giving back to 

the community and consolidating the awareness of our organisation’s GREEN CAMPUS INITIATIVE” .  
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